Joe Durgan was 


Washouga 


—--4 


Who founded the city of 
ashougal? ; 
" If vot answered David 
Parker, of Parker’s Landing 
fame, you are wrong. 
Though Parker was the first 
permanent white settler in 
the Washougal area and 
founded Parkersville, he did 
not give birth to the City of 

Washougal. 

Joe E.C. Durgan, a sharp 
businessman, is the man 
whom present day 
Washougal residents can 
thank for their town. 

Durgan came to the 
Northwest in September 
1854, nine years after 
Parker came to the 
Washougal area. Durgan 

settled on a Donation Land 
Claim on the Columbia 
River five miles mi of a 

resent ‘Washougal, 
Casiieg there until 1864, 
when he moved to 
Vancouver to begin 4 
butcher business. 

Durgan later farmed on 
Government Island, and 
after that farmed on Cape 
Horn Mountain. In 1879, 
Durgan moved to Parker's 
Landing where he opened a 
store. 

Durgan’s interest grew 
when H.H. Carpenter came 
to town, or, rather, when he 
left town. Carpenter moved 
to Parker’s Landing and 
built a store in 1877. In 

1880, however, hep ne 
store to Durgan and mov 
to Portland. (He later 
moved back to Washougal 
and started ee business 
in in 1881. b: 
| ee The site of Washougal. 
’ was surveyed and latted on 


May 6, 1880, by Alexander — 


McAndrew, a civil engineer. 
He was commissioned to do 


the job by Durgan and 
Capt Lewis Love of + 
Portland 


or and donated the / 


_ land for the townsite, 
according to an article 
| published in a_ historical 
Magazine by Martha 
Klondinger Ford. eke 


+ 


_ Stops. 


The town was laid out in 
Squares, with two streets 
running east and west and 
six streets running north 
and south. Second Street 
(now B Street) was the 
main east-west access, and 
Main Street (S. 17th Street) 
was the _ principal 
north-south access. Most of 
the streets were named for 
various pioneers of the area. 

From east to west on 
Second Street were Durgan 
(16th), Ough (15th) and 
Gracia (14th) streets. Two 
Streets east of Main Street 


were Love (18th) and 
Jefferson (19) streets. 
Rudolph Surber, who 


came to Clark County in 
1857, built two more 
additions, comprising four 
blocks. This was followed 
by the Ough Addition. 
Added _ streets eastward 
were Washington (20th), 
Surber (21st) and Webber 
(22nd). 

Al H. Kersey came to 
Washougal about the time it 
was being platted. He 
brought with him 
something much needed; 
skill at carpentry. 

The first building he 
erected in the new town 
was a residence and store 
for Durgan and his family. 


_ Other buildings followed 
_ soon after. Among these 


were Fritz Braun’s Hotel 
and Saloon, a residence for 
Kersey on Second and 
Durgan Streets, and his 


carpenter shop. 
The town hall was 
constructed on the 


northwest corner of First 
and Durgan, plus residences 
for Andrew Fletcher and 
Ellsworth Baily. 


built, and 


_ became the terminus of the 


steamer Caliope, with other 
steamboats, such as the 


| Travelor and the Dixie 


Thompson, also making 


| founder 


The facilities were soon 
enlarged to provide storage 
for freight, including the 
addition of a warehouse 
measuring thirty feet by 
forty feet in dimension. 

The first water supply 
for Washougal came from a 
pump in the middle of 
Second and Main Streets 
with a horse trough 
attached. Persons of all the 
residences and _ business 
buildings had to carry water 
from the pump to their 
abodes. 

Fritz Braun almost made 
a bad mistake in choosing a 


site for his new hotel and 
saloon. 

Braun, who was born in 
Germany in 1839, 
emigrated to América in 
1857 and came to Parker’s 
Landing (Parkersville). 


He decided Parkersville 
would be a good place to 
construct a hotel and 
saloon. According to several 
old accounts, however, he 
was about to put in the 
windows when he was how 
the town was prospering at 
the Washougal site. 

He tore down what had 
been built and re-erected it 
in the new town. Another 

=. 


historical footnote the 
Brauns achieved is the fact 
that their daughter, Francis, 
was the first white girl born 
after the town was platted. 
Braun’s Hotel and the 
park adjoining it soon 
became the center of 
numerous town festivals 
and celebrations. During the 
summer, parties from 
Portland chartered 
steamboats on Sundays to 
spend the day dancing and 
carousing in Washougal. 
Soon churches and 
schools were built, and the 
City of Washougal was on 
its way to greeting the 
Twentieth Century. 


